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ROYAL CHARTER, 
ESTABLISHING AN 
HOSPITAL 


FOR THE 
MAINTENANCE and EDUCATION 
O F 
EXPOSED and DESERTED 


YOUNG CHILDREN. 


Gzonce the Second, by the Grace of God, and P 


forth, to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting. 


Mereas Our Truſty and Welt- beloved 
Subject, Thomas Coram, Gentleman, in 
behalf of great Numbers of helpleſs Infants, 
daily expoſed to Deſtruction, has by his Petition, 
humbly repreſented unto Us, that many Perſons 


of Quality and Diſtinction, as well as others, 


of both Sexes, (being ſenſible of the frequent 
Murders committed on poor miſerable Infants by 
their Parents, to hide their Shame, and the in- 
human Cuſtom of expoſing new-born Children 
to periſh in the Streets, or training them up in 


Idleneſs, Beggary, and Theft) have, by Inſtru- 


ments in Writing, declared their Intentions to 
contribute liberally towards the erecting an Hoſ- 


pital, after the Example of other Chriſtian Coun- 


tries, and for ſupporting the ſame, for the Re- 
ception, Maintenance, and proper Education of 
fuch helpieis Infants, as ſoon as We ſhould be 
graciouſly pleaſed to grant Our Letters Patent for 
that good Purpoſe: That ſeveral Legacics having 


been 
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An Ad for confirming and enlarging the Powers 
granted by His Majeſty to the Governors and 
Guardians of the Hoſpital, for the Maintenance 
and Education of expoſed and deſerted young Chil- 
dren, by His moſt Gracious Charter, bearing Date 
the Seventeenth Day of October, in the Year of 
Our Lord One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty- 
nine, and to enable them to execute the good Pur- 
poſes of the ſaid Charter. | 


\ ( 7 Dereas His Majeſty, in Compaſſion to 
the Numbers of poor Infants, who are 
liable to be expoſed to periſh in the Streets, or 
be murdered by their indigent and inhuman Pa- 
rents, has been moſt graciouſly pleaſed, by His 
Royal Charter under the Great Seal of Great- 
Britain, to create and eſtabliſh a Corporation or 


Preamble. 


Body Politic, by the Name of The Governors 


and Guardians of the Hoſpital for the Maintenance 


and Education of expoſed and deſerted young Chil- 


dren; which Corporation is by the ſaid Charter 
declared to have perpetual Succeſſion, and im- 
powered to take, hold, purchaſe, receive, and 
poſſeſs Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, 
to the Value of Four thouſand Pounds a Year, 
and Goods, Chattels, and Perſonal Eitate of what 
LJature and Value ſoever; and to purchaſe or 


erect an Hoſpital for the Support, Maintenance, 


and Education of expoſed and deſerted Children; 
and to hold Courts, to make By-laws, and to 
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THE ROYAL CHARTER. 
been bequeathed for the ſame, to be paid by 


Executors, when any ſuch Hoſpital ſhall be pro- 


perly eſtabliſhed here; the Petitioner therefore 
hath humbly prayed Us, that We would be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to grant Our Royal Charter for 
incorporating ſuch Perſons, as We ſhall think 
fit for receiving and diſpoſing of Charities for 
erecting and ſupporting an Hoſpital for the Re- 
ception, Maintenance, and proper Education of 
ſuch expoſed and caſt-off Children as may be 
brought to it, under ſuch Rules and Regulations, 
as to Us may ſeem meet. 


e, taking the Premiſſes into our Royal 


_ Conſideration, and being deſirous to promote ſo 


good and laudable an Eſtabliſhment, are gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to gratify the Petitioner in his 
Requeſt. | 

Know ye tberefore, That We of Our eſ- 
pecial Grace, certain Knowledge, and mere 
Motion, have willed, ordained, conſtituted, and 


appointed, and by theſe Preſents, for Us, Our 


Name of the 
Corporation. 


Heirs and Succeſſors, Do will, ordain, conſtitute, 
declare and grant, That [The Governors Names, 
and all Privy Conncillors for the Time being] 
and ſuch others, as ſhall from time to time be 
elected in the Manner herein after directed, they 
and their Succeſſors be, and ſhall for ever hereafter 
be, by virtue of theſe Preſents, one Body Politic 
and Corporate, in Deed and in Name by the 
Name of The Governors and Guardians of the Hoſ- 


pita for the Maintenance and Education of expoſed 


Power to 


and deſerted young Children; and them and their 
Succeſſors by the ſame Name, We do by theſe 


Preſents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, con- 


ſtitute and declare to be one Body Politic and 
Corporate, in Deed and in Law; and by the ſame 


Name they and their Succeſſors ſhall and may 


have perpetual Succeſſion ; and that they and their 
Succeſſors, 
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ele Governors and Officers, and to do other 
Acts for the Purpoſes of the ſaid Charter :— 


And whereas great Sums of Money have been 


given by the Governors of the ſaid Hoſpital, 
and other Perſons, to be applied to the charitable 
Uſes before mentioned : And whereas by Reaſon 


of the Laws now in Force, for the Relief of the 


Poor, many Difficulties may ariſe in carrying into 


Execution the good Intents of the ſaid Charter, 


and that the granting other and further Powers 
to the ſaid Corporation is requiſite, effectually to 
anſwer the Purpoſes aforeſaid; may it pleaſe 
Your Majeſty that it may be enacted. 


And be it therefore enafted, by the King's 
moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the Ad- 


vice and Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 


Temporal, and Commons, in this preſent Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, and by the authority of the 


ſame, That the ſaid Corporation, called The Go- 
vernors and Guardians of the Hoſpital for the Main- 
 tenance and Education of expoſed and deſerted young 
Children; and their Succeſſors, ſhall have Power, 
by any Inſtrument under their common Seal, to 


contract for, or to purchaſe any Lands Tene- 


ments, or Hereditaments, provided the fame do 
not exceed the Value of Four Thouſand Pounds a 
Year in Fee, beyond Reprizes, or take or pur- 
chaſe for any Term or Terms of Years, or as 


Name of the 
Corporations 


Power to en- 


Tenants, from Year to Year, or at Will, any joy 490ol, a 


Lands 


Year. 
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THE ROYAL CHARTER. 
Succeſſors, by that Name, ſhall and may for ever 
hereafter be Perſons able and capable in the Law, 
and may have Power, notwithſtanding the Sta- 
tute of Mortmain, to purchaſe, have, take, 
receive, and enjoy, to them and their Succeſſors, 
Manors, Meſſuages, Lands, Rents, Tenements, 
Annuities, and Hereditaments, of whatſoever 
Nature or Kind, in Fee and Perpetuity, or for 


Terms of Life or Years, not exceeding the yearly 
Value of Four thouſand Pounds beyond Reprizes, 


ſo far as they are not reſtrained by Law; and all 
Manner of Goods, Chattels, and Things what- 
ſoever, of what Nature or Value ſoever, for the 


better Support and Maintenance of ſuch poor, 


deferred Children, as ſhall be received into the 


| ſaid Hoſpital, in the Manner herein after men- 


tioned, 
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Lands or Tenements whatſoever, to hold and en- 
Joy the ſame, and to erect any Houſe or Houſes, 
Building or Buildings thereon, or to convert any 
Houſe or Houſes, Building or Buildings, which 
they ſhall ſo purchaſe or hire for that Purpoſe, to 
be an Hoſpital or Hoſpitals for the Reception of 
ſuch poor and expoſed Children, in ſuch Manner 
as to the ſaid Corporation ſhall ſeem meet. 


And be it kuzther enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That all and every Houſe or Houſes, 
Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments which ſhall 
at any Time hereafter be purchaſed or hired by the 
ſaid Corporation, to be uſed or converted into an 
Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, as aforeſaid, or on which 
anv ſuch Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, Houſe or Houſes 
ſhall be erected, ſhall at all Times hereafter, whilſt 
ſuch Houſe or Houſes, Lands, Tenements, or 
Hereditaments ſhall continue in the Poſſeſſion of 
the ſaid Corporation, be rated and aſſeſſed to all 
Rates and Aſſeſſments, at ſuch vearly Rents or 
Value, and in ſuch Proportion, as ſuch Houſe or 
Hcuſes, Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments 


were rated and aſſeſſed in the Year one thouſand 


ſeven hundred thirty and nine, and ſhall not at 
any Time hereaſcer, ſo long as they ſhall continue 
in the Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Corporation, as afore- 
ſaid, be rated or aſſeſſed at any higher Value, 


notwithſtanding any Improvement which ſhall be 


hereafter made by the ſaid Corporation, of or up- 
on the ſame, by erecting any ſuch Houſe or Houles, 


Or 


Taxes on 
Lands, &C, 
not to be 
raiſed above 
what was paid 


in 1739, 


though im- 
proved for 
tie Uſe of 
the Corpora- 


dien. 
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or other Building or Buildings thereon, or by con- 
verting any Building or Buildings into ſuch Hoſ- 
Pital or Hoſpitals, Houſe or Houſes; any Law, 
Statute, or Uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

And that the ſaid Corporation may not be pre- 
vented from erecting or enjoying ſuch Buildings 
as may be moſt convenient for the Purpoſes 
aforeſaid, by the Incapacity or legal Diſability of 
any Perſon or Perſons to convey, though on Terms 
which would be for the Benefit and Advantage of 
ſuch Perſon or Perſons; be it further enacted, 
T hat it ſhall and may be lawful to and for all Bo- | 
dies Politic, Corporate, or Collegiate, Corpo- Pemes Co- 
rations aggregate or ſole, Femes Covert, who Vert, &c. may 
are or ſhall be ſeized in their own Right, Truſtees eee e 
and Feoffees in Truſt, Guardians and Committees che Corpora- 
for Lunaticks and Ideots, Executors, Admina- tion. 
ſtrators, and Guardians whatſoever, not only for 
or on Behalf of themſelves; their Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors, but alſo for and on Behalf of their Cæſtuique 
Truſts; whether Infants or Iſſue unborn, Luna- 
ticks, Ideots; Femes Covert, or other Perſon 
whatſoever, and to and for all and every Perſon 
and Perſons, who are or ſhall be ſeized or poſ- 
ſeſſed of, or intereſted in any Lands, Meſſuages, 
or Tenements, which the ſaid Corporation ſhall 
Judge to be proper to be by them purchaſed or 
hired, in order to the erecting ſuch Houſe or 
Houſes, Building or Buildings, as aforeſaid, or 
to the converting any Houſe or Houles, Build- 
ing or Buildings to their Uſe, as aforeſaid, to 
contract for, ſell, convey, or to farm let to the 
ſaid Corporation, or their Succeſſors, or ſuch Per- 
ſons as they ſhall appoint in Truſt for them, all 
or any ſuch Meſſuages, Lands, Tenements, or 
Hereditaments or any Part thereof: Provided, 
That every ſuch Contract ſo to be made by or on 
„ TY e Wh 
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Behalf of any Perſon, under any Incapacity to 
convey, be, before it is carried into Execution, 
approved of by the Lord Chancellor, the Lord 
Keeper, or the Lords Commiſſioners of the Great 
Seal of Great-Britain for the time being, on a 
Petition or Petitions to him or them exhibited on 
Behalf of ſuch Perſon or Perſons for that Pur- 
poſe ; and the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Keeper, 
or Lords Commiſſioners of the Great Seal for the 
time being, are hereby impowered, authorized, 

and required, in a ſummary Way, without any 
Bill filed, to examine into the Allegations of 
any ſuch Petition, and to approve or diſapprove 
of 5 ſuch Contract, and to give ſuch Direc- 
tion for the Diſpoſition of the Money ariſing 
therefrom, as to him or them ſhall ſeem juſt ; 

and that all ſuch Contracts, Agreements, Bar- 
gains, Sales, and Conveyances, which ſhall be 
io made, as aforeſaid, ſhall be good and valid in 


5 


Conveyances 
to be ap- 
proved of by 
the Lord 
Chancellor, 
&c. 


Law, to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever, 


not only to convey the Eſtate and Intereſt of the 
Perſon or Perſons conveying, but alſo to convey 
all Right, Eſtate, Intereſt, Uſe, Property, Claim, 
and Demand whatſoever of their ſeveral and re- 
ſpective Ce/tuigue Truſts, whether Infants, or Iſ- 
ſue unborn, Lunaticks, Ideots, Femes Covert, 
or other Perſon whatſoever, and all Perſons 


Ange or to claim by, from, or under them; 


any Law, Statute, Ulage, or any other Matter 
or Thing whatſoever, to the contrary thereof in 
any wile notwithſtanding. - 


Pꝛovided always, and be it enatted 
by the Authority aforeſaid, That all and every 
Sum and Sums of Money ariſing from or paid 
by the ſaid Corporation to any Bodies Politic, 
Corporate, or Collegiate, Corporations aggre- 


gate or ſole, Femes Covert, who are or ſhall be 
ſeized 


Money paid 
for Lands or 
Tenements 

to Femes Co- 
vert, &c. to 
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Power to ſell And allo to ſell, grant, deiniſe, exchange, and 


or exchange 
Lands, &c, 


may have 2 


c mmon 


Seat, 


diſpoſe of any of the ſame Manors, Meſſuages, 
Lands, and” Tenements, whereof and wherein 


they ſhall have any Eſtate of Inheritance, or for 


Life, Lives, or Years, as aforeſaid ; and that by 
the Name aforeſaid they ſhall and may be able 
to ſue and be ſued, plead and be impleaded, an- 
ſwer and be anſwered unto, defend and be de- 
fended, in all Courts and Pleas whatſoever of 
Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, in all Actions, 


Plaints, Matters, and Demands whatſoever, and 
to act and do in all Matters and Things relating 
to the ſaid Corporation, in as ample Manner and 


Form, as any other Our liege Subjects, being 


Perſons able and capable in the Law, or any 
other Body Politic or Corporate in this Part of 
of Our Kingdom of Great-Britain called England, 


lawfully may or can act or do; and that the ſaid 
Corporation for ever hereafter ſhall and may have 
and uſe a common Seal for the Cauſes and Buſi- 
neſſes of them and their Succeſſors; and that it ſhall 


and may be lawful for them and their Succefiors, ra 


change, break, alter, and make new the ſaid Sea! 
ſrom time to time, as they ſhall think fir, 
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ſeized in their own Right, Truſtees or Feoffees |, j,; ö 
in Truſt, Guardians or Committees for Luna- 3 


ticks or Ideots, Executors, Adminiſtrators, or made liable 
Guardians, as aforeſaid, as the Conſideration or te the ſame 


Purchaſe- money for any Meſſuages, Lands, Te- Yer 


nements, or Hereditaments for erecting ſuch 
Houſe or Houſes, Building or Buildings for an 
Hoſpital or Hoſpitals for the Reception of ſuch 
poor and expoſed Children, ſhall be laid out in 
the Purchaſe of other Lands, Tenements, and 
Hereditaments, to be ſettled to the ſame Uſes, 
and ſtand charged with, and liable to the ſame 
Charge or Charges, as the Meſſuages, Lands, 
Tenements, or Hereditaments ſo ſold and con- 
veyed were ſettled, liable to, and chargeable 
with; any thing in this Act contained to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding, | 
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And be it kuzther enafted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful to and 
for the ſaid Corporation, or any Perſon or Perſons 
authorized by them, to receive, maintain and edu- 
cate all or as many Children as they ſhall think 
fit, into or in any Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, Houſe 
or Houſes, which ſhall by the ſaid Corporation be 
erected, purchaſed, or hired for ſuch Purpoſes; 


and that it ſhall be lawful for all and evry Perſon 


whatſoever to bring any Child or Children whatſo- 
ever to any ſuch Hoſpital or Houſe, as aforeſaid, 
to the end that ſuch Child or Children may be 


7 
Corporation 
to maintain 
and educate 
as man 
Children as 
theythink fit. 


received, maintained, and educated by the ſaid 


Corporation therein, in caſe they ſhall think pro- 
per to receive the ſame; and that no Church- 
warden, Overſeer or other Perſon whatſoever, 
ſhall, by Virtue or Authority of any Law in 
being, for the Proviſion or the Maintenance of the 
Poor, or for Baſtard Children, ſtop, moleſt, or 
diſturb any Perſon in bringing any ſuch Child or 
Children to any ſuch Hoſpital or Houſe, as afore- 
ſaid, or in returning from the ſame: and that 


No Church- 
warden, &c. 
to hinder any 
Perſons 
bringingtheir 
Children to 
the Hoſpital. 


every Church-warden, Overſeer or other Perſon 


whatſoever, ſtopping, diſturbing, or moleſting 
any ſuch Perſon or Perſons contrary to the true 
Intent and Meaning hereof, ſhall forfeit the Sum 


of Forty Shillings for every ſuch Offence; Half on Penalty 
of which ſhall be paid to the Informer, and Half of 405. 


to the Uſe of the ſaid Hoſpital; which Forfeiture 
ſhall be levied by Warrant under the Hands and 
Seals of any Two of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace for the County, Liberty, or Franchiſe 
where ſuch Offence ſhall be committed. 5 
And be it fuzther enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That no Overſeer or Overſeers of the 
Poor, Church-warden or Church- wardens, or other 


Officer, appointed for the Care and Maintenance Hoſpital. 


0 


No Pariſh 
Officer ſhall 
have any Au- 
thority in che 
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Anno decimo tertio Georgii I. Regis. 8 
of the Poor, ſhall have or exerciſe any Power or 
Authority in any ſuch Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, 

Houſe or Houſes, which ſhall be appointed for 

the Reception of ſuch poor Children, as aforeſaid, 

nor ſhall have any Authority to enquire concern- 

ing the Birth or Settlement. of any ſuch Child or 

Children, who ſhall be therein maintained and 

educated, or to place them out Apprentices, or 

to do any other Act, Matter, or Thing whatſo- 

ever, within ſuch Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, Houſe 

or Houſes, Place or Places, appointed by the 

ſaid Corporation for the Reception, Maintenance, 

or Education of ſuch Children, as aforeſaid, ſave 

only to collect or levy ſuch Taxes, as they are 

or ſhall be by any Act of Parliament impowered 

to levy and collect. 1 EP 
And be it further enafted, That no Child No settle. 

or Children, Nurſe or Nurſes, Servant or Ser- ment by 

vants, received, maintained, educated, or em- kev. {rig 

ployed within any ſuch Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, Hofpital. 

Place or Places, which ſhall be built, purchaſed, 

hired, or appointed by the ſaid Corporation for 

the Reception, Maintenance, or Education of 

ſuch poor Children, as aforeſaid, ſhall gain any 

Settlement in the Pariſh or Pariſhes, Place or 

Places, where ſuch Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, Houſe 

or Houſes, Place or Places are ſituate, by virtue 

of ſuch their Reception, Concinuance, Hiring, 

or Reſidence in ſuch Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, 

Houſe or Houſes, Place or Places; any Law, 

Cuſtom, Uſage, Matter, or Thing whatſoever, 

to the contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtand- 


ing. Nor ſhall any Mortuary Fee, or Reward No Fees due 

whatſoever, be due or payable to any Rector, to ang Parilh 
n gy ; for Chrittea- 

Vicar, Curate, Miniſter, Clerk, Sexton, or other ings or Bu- 

Officer of any Pariſh or Pariſhes, where ſuch rials, 
Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, Houſe or Houſes, Place or 


Places 
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Places ſhall be ſituate, for or on Account of the 
Chriſtening, Death, or Burial of any Child or 
Children, who ſhall be ſo maintained and edu- 
cated by the ſaid Corporation, as aforeſaid, who 
ſhall be chriſtened, die, or be buried during 
their Continuance under the Care of the faid 
Corporation: And the Offices of Baptiſm and 
Burial of all ſuch Children, ſhall be performed 
by ſuch Miniſter or Miniſters of the Church of 
England, as the ſaid Corporation ſhall agree with 
and employ for that Purpoſe; and no other Per- 
ſon or Perſons whatſoever ſhall be obliged to 
perform the ſame: And the ſaid Corporation ſhall 
provide ſufficient Burial Ground for all Children 
dying under their Care; and ſhall not be intitled 
to make ule of any Church-yard or Burial Place 
belonging to the Pariſhioners of any Pariſh, for 
the Burying of any ſuch Child or Children. 


And be it fuzther enacted by the Authority 


aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful for che 


ſaid Corporation, or any Perſon or Perſons who 
ſhall be by them authorized and appointed, to 
_ detain and employ in any Sort of Labour or Ma- 
nufacture, or in the Sea Service, all and every 
ſuch Child or Children by them ſo maintained 
and educated, till ſuch Children ſhall attain the 
reſpective Ages following; that is to ſay, Until 
every ſuch Male Child ſhall attain his Age 
of Twenty-four Years, and every ſuch Female 
Child ſhall attain her Age of Twenty-one 
Years, or ſnail be married; or to bind any 


Corporation 
to provide 
Miniſter and 
Burial 


Ground. 


Perſons edu- 
cated in the 
tHelpital, 
how to be 
employed. 


ſuch Child or Children Apprentice or Ap- 


prentices to any Perſon or Perſons who ſhall 
be willing to take the ſame, or to place them out 
as Servants, or as Mariners, to any Huſbandman, 


Maſter, or Captain of a Ship, or other Perfon 
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One Prei- And, for the better Execution of the Purpoſes 


View. Aforeſaid, Ce do Declare and grant, That 


dents, and one The ſaid Corporation, and their Succeſſors for 


Treaſurer. ever, ſhall have One Preſident, Six Vice-preſi- 


Names of the dents, and One Treaſurer ; and that Johy Duke 
mo in thole of Bedford be the firſt Preſident ; that Micajab 
— Perry, Lord Vere Beauclerk, Sir Foſeph Eyles, 


Martin Folkes, Peter Burrel, and James Cook be 


the Six firſt Vice-preſidents; and that Lewis 
May be the firſt Treaſurer of the ſaid Corpora- 


to continue tion, each of them reſpectively to continue in 


until the ſe- 
cond Weanef- their ſeveral and reſpective Offices of Preſident b 


day in May, Vice-preſidents, and Treaſurer, until the ſecon 
1740. Wedneſday in May, One thouſand ſeven hundred 


and | 


A A © 42 
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whatſoever, till their ſaid reſpective Ages, as 
aforeſaid ; and that every ſuch Binding or Hiring 
ſhall be as effectual to all Purpoſes, as if ſuch 
Child were of full Age, and by Indenture or 
otherwiſe had bound or hired themſelves. 


And kuzther, That it ſhall be lawful to the 
ſaid Corporation, or any Perſon or Perſons by 
them authorized and impowered for that Purpoſe, 
at any time or times, ſo long as any Child or 
Children ſhall continue to be maintained by the 
ſaid Corporation, to hire or let out ſuch Child or 
Children to any Perſon or Perſons who ſhall de- 


Work and Labour of ſuch Child 
and to receive and take to the Uſe of the ſaid 
Corporation, the Profit ariſing for ſuch their 


fire to contract with the ſaid hid or for the 


r Children, 


10 


Children may 
be letfor Hire, 
to work 
abroad for 
the Uſe of the 
Hoſpital. 


Work and Labour, and to give ſuch reaſonable 


Correction to any ſuch Child or Children for their 


Idleneſs, Diſobedience, or Miſbehaviour, as they 
ſhall think proper; and that every ſuch Child or 


Children ſhall be under the Direction and Con- 


troul of the ſaid Corporation, ſo long as they 
ſhall continue to maintain ſuch Child or Children. 


{ dren accord- tion, and tae in, TCCELY?, MAINTAIN, 
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and forty, and until others ſhall be choſen in 
their reſpective Rooms. 


And Dur Mill and Pleaſuze is, That 
the ſaid Preſident, Vice- preſidents, and Treaſu- 
rer, and the reſt of the Members of the ſaid 
Corporation alſo above-named, or as many of 

them the ſaid Preſident, Vice- preſidents, and 

Members as conveniently can, may, within Forty 

Days next after the Date of this Our Grant, meet 

together at ſuch Time and Place as the ſaid Pre- 

ſident ſhall appoint by Summons, or other No- 

tice, which he is by theſe Preſents impowered and 

required timely to iſſue for that Purpoſe, to the 

ſaid Members, or ſuch of them as live within the 

Cities of London or Weſtminſter, or the Borough 

of Southwark, or within Two Miles thereof; 

where they, or the major Part of them then pr e- 

eee ſent, may chuſe by Ballot One or more Secreta- 
asc other Of. ries, and ſuch other inferior Officers and Servants 
ficersrand As ſhall be thought convenient and uſeful for the 
Servants, to Purpoſes of the ſaid Corporation, and to ſerve 
1 in the ſaid Offices reſpectively, until the ſecond 
neſdayinMay, J eduęſday in the Month of May, One thouſand 
1740. ſeven hundred and forty, and until others ſnall be 
elected in their reſpective Rooms, unleſs they 

ſhall ſooner die, or be removed; and at ſuch 


Firſt Meeting 
within 40 
Days, 


May chute 


One or more 


Committee Meetings One or more Committee or Commit- 
or Commit. _ | 

tees to be tees ſhall be choſen out of the Members of the 
choſen; to ſaid Corporation, to conſiſt of ſuch Number and 


continue un- 
til the ſecond 
Medneſday in 
May, 1740, 
have Power 


Perſons, as to the ſaid General Court ſhall ſeerg 
proper; which Committee or Committees ſhall | 
continue until the ſaid ſecond Mednęſday in the 
Month of May, in the ſaid Year One thouſand 
to direct, ma- ſeyen hundred and forty, and ſhall have Power to 
. direct, manage, and tranſact all the Buſineſs, 
take in Chil- Affairs, Eſtate, and Effects of the ſaid Corpora- 
and em- 


ploy 
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Ing to ſuch Ploy ſuch poor deſerted Children, according to 


Rules and fuch Rules and Directions as ſhall be made and 
Directions as eſtabliſhed from time to time by General Courts; 
thall be made to which ſaid General Courts We do by theſe 


General | 
—_— Preſents; for Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, give 


and grant full Power and Authority to make and 


eſtabliſh ſuch Rules and Directions for the Re- 

ception, Maintenance, and Employment of ſuch 

poor deſerted Children, as they, or the major 

May ere& or Part of them ſhall think meet, fit and conveni- 
purchalea ent, from time to time; and for that Purpoſe 
— 4 11 ſuch Committee or Committees may erect or pur- 
pital. chaſe ſuch fitting Place to be an Hoſpital for the 
Reception of ſuch Children. 


Every ſecond And Dur fu2ther Mill is, That on every 
22 m ſecond Yedne/day in the Month of May yearly, 
10 ben Ge), there ſhall and may be a General Meeting of the 
ral Meeting, Governors and Guardians of the ſaid Corpora- 
to elect by tion in the ſaid Hoſpital, or at ſome other conve- 


Ballot all ſuc- : . 
en Place, until the ſaid Hoſpital be made ready 


fidents, Vice- do receive them, for the electing by Ballot all 
8 ſucceeding Preſidents, Vice-preſidents, Treaſu- 


reaſurer, rers, and Committees out of the Members of the 


— ſaid Corporation, by Majority of Votes of all 


tinue until the Members then perſonally preſent, to conti- 


the ſecond nue in their reſpective Offices until the ſecond 


Wedneſday 1n Ane. 1 ſal 99 46 7) | 
Mey follow-  Weaneſday in the ſaid Month of May following, 
* tive Rooms; and that all ſucceeding Secretaries, 


All ſacceed- and other inferior Officers and Servants, be annu- 
ing Secreta- ally appointed, or oftner, if needful, by the 
major Part of the Governors and Guardians for 
1 | e 


ries, Officers, 
and Servante, 


and until others ſhall be choſen in their reſpec- 


1 rm a4 "TY 
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And be it fuzther enacted by the Authority Prefident, xc. 
aforeſaid, That the Preſident, Vice-preſidents, to be choſen 
and Treaſurer of the ſaid Corporation, ſhall re- annually. 
ſpectively continue as ſuch, until there ſhall be 
others choſen into their reſpective Offices; and 
that for that Purpoſe there ſhall, on the ſecond 


Wedneſday, which ſhall be in the Month of May 
next, and ſo on every ſecond Wedneſday in the every ſecond 


Month of May yearly, for ever, be a general Wedneſday in 


Meeting of the Governors and Guardians of the M. 


ſaid Hoſpital ; and that the Governors and Guar- 


dians then preſent, ſhall proceed to the Election 


of a Preſident, Six Vice-preſidents, and a Trea- 
ſurer; which Election ſhall be by Ballot, and de- 
termined by the Majority of the Votes of the 
Governors and. Guardians prefent at ſuch Election. 


8 And 
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to be annual- 
ly appointed, 
or oftner, if 
needful, at 
General 


Meetings. 
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the time being, then preſent at their General 
Meeting; and in caſe of an Equality of Votes, 
the Preſident, or in caſe of his Death or Abſence, 
the Vice-preſident firſt named in the Liſt of Vice- 
preſidents then preſent, to have a double or caſt- 
ing Voice, and at ſuch Salaries as they ſhall think 
reaſonable, © Er 
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And in caſe it ſhall happen at any time or times 
hereafter, that the ſaid Election cannot be made 
or compleated on the ſecond Wedneſday in the 
Month of May next, or in any other Year, that 
then, and as often as it ſhall ſo happen, ſuch new 
Election ſhall be made within the Space of Forty 
Days, to be computed from ſuch ſecond Wedne/- 
day in May; and for that Purpoſe the Majority of | 
the Governors and Guardians then preſent, ſhall | 
have Power to adjourn ſuch Meeting to any Day | 
within ſuch Forty Days; Notice of which Ad- 
Journment, as alſo of all other General Meetings, | 
ſhall be given in the Gazette, and alſo in caſe the 
ſaid Governors and Guardians preſent at any 3 
Meeting, or the major Part of them ſhall fo di- | | 
rect) in any other public News Paper, at leaſt 
Three Days before ſuch General Meeting whether 
annual, quarterly, or ſpecial. And the Perſons _ | 
elected at any ſuch Meeting or Meetings, by 
Ballot, as aforeſaid, by the Majority of the Votes 
of the Governors and Guardians prelent at ſuch 
Meeting, ſhall be and are hereby impowered to 
act as Preſident, Vice-preſidents, and Treaturer © 
of the ſaid Corporation for the Year next enſuing 
ſuch their Election, and till others ſhall be elected 
into the ſaid Offices. Te, . 
Provided, That when and ſo often as any on Death or 
Vacancy or Vacancies ſhall happen by Death of preſident, 
any of the Preſidents, Vice-preſidents, or Trea- &c. gthers to 
furers of the ſaid Corporation, the Governors be choſen. 
and Guardians of the ſaid Corporation, or the 
— OO DE major 


888 9 
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General every Year four ſtated General Meetings of the 
e Governors and Guardians of the ſaid Corporation, 
ed- 

neſday after to be held on the firſt Wedneſdays after Lady-day. 
| Laay-day, Midſummer, Michaelmas and Chriſimas Days re- 
1 ſpectively; at which Meetings, and no other, 
How Cg. the ſaid Corporation, or the major Part of the 

u Members thereof then preſent, ſhall and may 
May then ex- execute Leaſes for Years, and make By-laws for 
"_— the Well-government of the ſaid Corporation ; 
By-laws. which By-laws, not being repugnant to the Laws 
and Statutes of this Our Realm, ſhall and may be 


e ffectually obſerved and kept. 


Four ſtared Me will mozeover, That there ſhall be 


1 
( 
{ 
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major Part of them, ſhall have Power, at the next 
General or Quarterly Court that ſhall be kept 
and held by them, after ſuch Vacancy or Vacan- 


14 


cies ſhall happen, to proceed to a new Election 


of a Preſident, Vice- preſident, or Treaſurer, in 
the Place of the Perſon or Perſons deceaſed; all 


which Elections ſhall be by way of Ballot, in 


{ſuch Manner, as aforeſaid: 


And for the better ordering and managing the 
Affairs of the ſaid Corporation, be it further 


the ſaid Corporation for the Time being; or the 
major Part of them, are hereby impowered, at 
any of the General or Quarterly Courts, which 


ſhall, from time to time, be kept and held by 


them, to chuſe and appoint One or more Com- 
mittee or Committees, as Occaſion ſhall require, 


for tranſacting ſuch Buſineſs, and auditing the 
Accounts of the ſaid Corporation, and to require 


the Treaſurer, Officers, and Servants of the ſaid 
Corporation to accompt at ſuch Times, and in 


ſuch Manner, as they ſhall direct, and for ſuch 


other Purpoſes as they ſhall think fit; and at the 


enatted, That the Governors and Guardians of 


at any of the 
General 
Courts may 
appoint 
Committees. 


ſaid General and Quarterly Courts ſhall have 


Power 


— 
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No By. las Ptovidednevertheleſs,and Our UClill is, 


pens oy] That no fuch By-laws fo to be made by this Cor- 


by a ſueceed- poration ſhall be binding, until the ſame ſhall be 


ing Generat confirmed by fome ſucceeding General Meeting 


Meeting; and and that the fame Method be obſerved in the 
and ſame 


Method to al. Altering or repealing any ſuch By- laws, after they 


ter or repeal ſhall have been ſo confirm'd: 
any By-laws, 


Ar Quarterly And the Members to be preſent at ſuch war 


eetings terly Mectings, or the major Part of them 


may 1emove preſent, are "hereby impowered, from time to 
and diſplace 


Officers er time, 40 remove and diſplace any Officers or Ser- 
Servants, and Vants belonging to the ſaid Holpital, for Miſde- 
putothersinto meanors, at their Will and Pleaſure, and to put 


their Rooms. Others into their Rooms from time to time: And 
Any five or 


more of the 
Committee the time being, or any Five or more of them, on 


| have Power any juſt Cauſe, to ſuſpend, remove, and dif- 
to ſuſpend, place any inferior Officers or Servants, and to put 


Giſplace We d others in their Rooms, until the next General Or 


inferior Off- Quarterly Court or Meeting, 
cers or Servants, and put others in their Rooms, until the next General 


or Quarterly Meeting. 


We do hereby alſo impower the Committee for 


f 
a 
f 
1 
| 
| 
| 
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Power to examine, allow, and paſs ſuch Ac- 
compts, and to make ſuch By-laws as they ſhall / 
think proper, for the better Government of the # 


ſaid Corporation: Pꝛovided, That no By- law 


ſo made ſhall have any Force or Effect till ap- 
proved of by the next Quarterly General Court; 


and p2ovided alſo, That the ſame be not in- 
conſiſtent with the Laws and Statutes of this 


Realm, 


Pꝛovided always, and it is hereby fuz- 
ther enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
none of the Governors and Guardians of the ſaid 


Proviſo. | 


Corporation, or any of their Succeſſors, Who 


ſhall hereafter be elected Governors and Guar- 
dians of the ſaid Corporation, or any Officers of 
the ſaid Corporation, ſhall be obliged to take the 


Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, or any Oath or 
Oaths whatſoever, to qualify them to execute 


the Office of Prefident, Vice-preſident, Treaſurer 
or any other Office, or to diſcharge any Truſt 


relating to the faid Corporation ; any Law, Sta- 


tute, Cuſtom, or Uſage to the contrary hereof 


in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 


And be it fuzther enaded, by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That ſuch of the Governors of 
the ſaid Corporation for the time being, who 
ſhall be preſent at any of the ſaid General Courts 
or Meetings, or the major Part of them, or an 


Committee or Committees choſen by the ſaid 
Corporation, and impowered by them fo to do, 
ſhall have Power from time to time, and at all 


times, to clect, ſuſpend, remove, or diſplace any 


Officer or Officers, Servant or Servants belonging 


to the ſaid Corporation, at their Diſcretion, 


without any Cauſe aſſigned, 


Inv 


Governors 
may remove 
Officers and 
Servants at 
Pleaſure, 


. . 


„ * 


which the 
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Thirteen or Provided, That no Act in any Quarterly or 

more to be other General Meeting, be valid, unleſs Thirteen 

| preſentat or more Members be preſent, and the major 

1 or Part of ſuch as ſhall be preſent be conſenting 
Meetings. thereto. 2 

AtanyVearly Te will moreover, That the ſaid Corpora- 


Quarterly, or tion, and their Succeſſors, or the major Part of 
other Gene- ſuch of them as ſhall be preſent at any Yearly or 
re Wouting, Quarterly Court, or other General Meeting, 
Preſident has which the Preſident has by theſe Preſents Power 


Power to to ſummon at any other Times, as there ſhall be 
. at Occaſion, may, from time to time, by Ballot, 
833 elect and choſe ſuch fit and able Perſons to be 


ſhall think 
moſt likely to encourage and promote the chari- 
table Deſigns of the ſaid Corporation; which 


there ſhall be Governors and Guard:ans, as they 
Occaſion, 

may, by Bal- 
lot ele& Go- 


vernors to be Governors and Guardians ſo elected, ſhall, from 
Members of and after ſuch Election, be adjudged and deemed 
the Corpora- Members of the ſaid Corporation, and as ſuch 
ſhall 


tion. 


SY = WW , WS 


bake md 6 QF. (Þ.. wo ee #43. "2. oy 6 
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| And be it further enafted, That in Caſe Servants 


any inferior Officer or Servant ſhall refuſe to ac- 
compt, as aforeſaid, or to produce, any Papers, 
Books, Vouchers, or other Effects whatſoever, 
which he, ſhe, or they ſhall be entruſted with, 
by or on account of the faid Corporation, that 
it ſhall and may be lawful for any Two of His 
_ Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace of the County, 
Liberty, or Franchiſe where ſuch Servant ſhall 
be found, on Complaint made on the Part of the 
ſaid Corporation, to commit any ſuch inferior 
Officer or Servant to the common Gaol of the 
ſaid County, Liberty, or Franchiſe, there to re- 
main without Bail or Mainprize, until he or ſhe 
hath made a true Accompt, and ſatisfied and paid 
ſo much, as upon the ſaid Accompt ſhall be re- 
maining in his or her Hands, and has delivered 
up to the ſaid Corporation ſuch Papers, Books, 
Vouchers, or other Effects. e 


obliged to 
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* ſhall be ſummoned and admitted to vote and act 
by Virtue of theſe Preſents, as fully and effect- 
ually, to all Intents and Purpoſes as if their Names 
reſpectively” were particularly inſerted to be 
Members thereof in and by this Our Charter. 


The Corpo» And We will mozeover, That the ſaid 
. Corporation, and their Succeſſors, ſhall have 
ſors, to ap- Power to authorize and appoint ſuch Perſons 
point Perſons A$ they ſhall think fit to take Subſcriptions, and 
to take Sub- to aſk of all or any of Our good Subjects and ga- 
babe ther and collect fuch Monies as ſhall, by any 
Montes Perſon or Perfons, Bodies Politic or Corporate, 
Companies, or other Societies, be contributed 
and given for the Purpoſes aforeſaid ; and may 
revoke and make void ſuch Authorities and Ap- 
pointments, as often as they may ſee Cauſe ſo to 


do. | 


Weng obe And Our further Will and Pleaſure is, 
kept of all That the ſaid Corporation ſhall and may cauſe 
Receipts, fair and juſt Accounts in Writing to be kept of 
Payments, & 4 Receipts, Payments, and Doings, by them, 
N 5 | 
be inſpected their Officers, and Agents reſpectively, in rela- 
by any Bene- tion to the Premiſſes, which ſhall be liable to the 
factor upon View and Inſpection of any Subſcriber or Sub— 
e ſcribers, Benefactor or Benefactors, upon Occa- 
on 15 oy ſion; which ſaid Accounts ſhall, on the Twen— 
Year, or tieth Ny of December in every Year, or within 
within 4 Fourteen Days after, be examined, audited, adjuſt- 
Days, the ed and ſubſcribed by the Members preſent at ſuch 
Accountstobe ſb . Ll f th 
examined and Meeting, or the major Fart of them. 

audited by the Members preſent at ſuch Meeting. 
All Ferſons Te will moreover, That all Perſons who 
Paying 20). fnall ſubſcribe and pay to the ſaid Corpo- 


or more, or i | 6 
403. or more, ration to the Amount of Twenty Pounds, or 


annually, to more, or of Forty Shillings, or more, annually, 

have Liberty ſhall have free Liberty to inſpect the ſaid Hoſpi · 

to inſpectthe .], and inform themſelves of the State thereof, 
| | and 


Hoſpital. 


5 
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In all Gene- and of the Manner of nurſing, dieting, managiog, 


ral Courts the {nftructi and employin the Children therein. 
Preſident, or ſt ing P's 


is cafe of And kuzther Te will, That in all General 
Deathor Ab- Courts, the Prefident, or, in caſe of his Death 
ſence, the or Abſence, the Vice- preſident firſt named in the 
NY Liſt of Vice-preſidents then preſent, be the 
named in the Chairman of the ſaid Court, and to have a caſt- 


Liſt.of Vice- ing Voice in caſe of an Equality of Votes. 
preſidents then preſent to be the Chairman. 


And laſtly Our Will and Pleaſure is, 
That theſe Our Letters Patent, or the Inrolment 
or Exemplification thereof, ſhall be good, firm, 
valid, and effectual in the Law, according to 
Our Royal Intentions herein before declared; 
and ſhall be taken, conſtrued, and adjudged, in 
all Our Courts, and elſewhere, in the moſt fa. 
yourable and beneficial Senſe, and for the beſt 
Advantage of the faid Corporation, and their 
Succeſlors ; any Omiſſion, Imperfection, Defect, 
Matter, Cauſe, or Thing whatſoever to the con- 
trary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding, with- 
out Fine or Fee, great or ſmall, to be for the 
ſame in any Manner rendered, done, or paid to 
Us in Our Hanaper, or elſewhere, to Our Uſe. 


In Witneſs whereof We have cauſed theſe Our 
Letters to be made Patent. 


Witneſs Ourſelf at Weſtminſter, the Seven- 
teenth Day of October, in the Thirteenth 
Year of Our Reign. 5 


By Writ f Privy Seal, 


GT YET YU -. / ©. - 


Rod „ ww W 5 FT 


Anno decimo tertio Georgii II. Regis, 


\ 


And be it kuzther enacted, That this Act 


ſhall be a public Act, and de ſo deemed and ta- 
ken to be, and ſhall and may in all Cafes be gi- 
ven in Evidence on the Genera] Iſſue, and not be 

ſpecially pleaded. 
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Name of the Corporation - b - 
Power to enjoy Land to the Amount of 4oool. a Year - 
Taxes on Lands, &c. not to be raiſed — 4 
Pemes Covert, &c. may ſell Lands to the Corporation . 
Corporation may ſell or exchange Lands - - 
May ſue and be ſued - - . f 
May have a common Sea] 4 - 5 
Corporation to maintain and educate as many Children as they 
think fit 3 
No Pariſh Officer to have any Authority i in the Hoſpital 
No Settlement by being educated in the Hoſpital : 


No Fees due to any Pariſh for Chriſtenings or Burials | 
Perſons educated in the Hoſpital how to be employed 


Children may be let for Hire to work abroad for the Uſe of the 


Hoſpital 5 
One Preſident, Six View prefidents, and One Treaſurer - 
Names of the firſt in thoſe Offices | I = 
To continue until the ſecond form an do in May - - 
Firſt Meeting within 40 Days 5 - 


May chuſe one or more Secretaries and other Officers, Servants, &c. 
One or more Committee or Committees to be choſen, who have 


Power to direct, manage and tranſadt, and take in Children 


according to ſuch Rules and” Direction, as ſhall be made 5 


General Courts 


May erect or purchaſe a place fitting t to be 25 Hoſpital — 
Preſident, &c. to be choſen ney N ſecond Nn in 

May - 
On Death of Prefidens. &c. 3 to be choſen | - - 


Four ſtated General Meetings on the firſt * a oy 
Midſummer, Michaelmas, and Chriſtmas 


May then execute Leaſes and make By-laws - 
At any of the General Courts may appoint Committees and make 
By-laws Ls 5 - | 
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No By-laws binding until confirmed by a ſucceeding General 
Meeting, and ſame Method to alter or repeal my By-laws 


Proviſo - 4 4 a 
At Quarterly Meetings may remove and diſplace Officers or 
Servants, and put others into their Rooms - 


Any five or more of the Committee have Power to ſaſpend; re- 
move and diſplace any inferior Officers or Servants, and put 
others in their Rooms, until the next General or Quarterly 
Meeting - - 0 x 

Servants obliged to accompt - - 

Thirteen or more to be preſent at Quarterly or General Meetings 


At any yearly, quarterly, or other General Meeting, which the 
% Prefident has Power to ſummon at any other Times, as there 


ſhall be Occaſion, may, by Ballot elect Governors to be 


Members of the Corporation - - - 
The Corporation, and their Succeſſors, to appoint Perſons to 
take Subſcriptions and collect Monies - 


Accounts in Writing to be kept of ail Receipts, Payments and 


Doings ; to be inſpected by any Benefactor upon Occaſion 

On the 2oth of December, in every Year, or within 14 Days after, 
the Accounts to be examined and audited by the Members 
- preſent at ſuch Meeting =—_ - - 


All Perſons paying 2ol. or more, or 40s. or more annually, to 


have Liberty to inſpect the Hoſpital 


In all General Courts the Preſident, or in Caſe of Death or Abs 
ſence, the Vice prefident firſt named in the Liſt of Vice- 


preſidents then preſent to be the Chairman. % 


